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Book II.         5. When pure, capable of assuming the form of

Division F.         , .               ,

v       ..   i   white powder.

6. Not altered when heated with combustibles.
The earths have been divided into two classes, namt
ly, alkaline earths and earths proper.   The first have th
property of giving -a green colour to vegetable blue
and of neutralizing acids; the second do riot alter ve
getable blues, and are incapable of neutralizing acid:
The alkaline earths are four in number ; namely,
LIME,

MAGNESIA,   .
BARYTES,
STRONTIAN.

The properties of these bodies occupy our attentio
in the four following Sections.

SECT. I.
O F   LI M E.
E has been known from the earliest ages. The an
cieuts 'employed it in medicine ;. it was the chief iugre
dient in their mortar j and they used it as a manure t
fertilize their fields.
Lime abounds in most parts of the world, or perhap
I should rather say, that there is no part of the worlt
where it does not exist. It 'is found purest in lime
stones, and marbles, and chalk. None of these sub
stances, however, is, strictly speaking, lime ; but the)
are all capable of becoming lime by a well-known pro-